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RUTH IRELAN KNEE
Co-Founder and Past Co-Chair, 
NASW Social Work Pioneer®

3/21/1920 – 10/8/2008

MARK G. BATTLE
Co-Founder and Past Co-Chair, 
NASW Social Work Pioneer®

7/28/1924 – 10/26/2011

BETSY VOURLEKIS
Co-Chair, 

NASW Social Work Pioneer®

JESSE J. HARRIS
Co-Chair, 

NASW Social Work Pioneer®

C U R R E N T  &  F O U N D I N G  P I O N E E R  C O - C H A I R S

N E W L Y - E L E C T E D  P I O N E E R S

Georgia Anetzberger

Sandra Chaiken

Fran Danis

Terry DeCrescenzo

Peter Delany

Doreen Elliott

Cynthia Franklin

Nathan Linsk

David Moxley

Cynthia Stuen

Joan Upshaw

Vicki Gardine Williams

Charles Zastrow

Congratulations to the Pioneers who were elected since the October 2018 Annual Event
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NASW Social Work Pioneers®

14th Annual Program & Luncheon
Saturday, October 27, 2018  •  9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Woman’s National Democratic Club  •  Washington, DC



ABOUT THE PIONEERS

The NASW Social Work Pioneer® Program was
created to honor members of the social work
profession who have contributed to the evolution 
and enrichment of the profession. The Pioneer
Program identifies and recognizes individuals whose
unique dedication, commitment, and determination
have improved social and human conditions.

Pioneers are role models for future generations 
of social workers. Their contributions are reflected 
in every aspect of the profession, as well as in the
establishment of social policies and human services
programs. They have accomplished this through
practice, teaching, writing, research, program
development, administration, advocacy, legislation, 
and election to public office. 

Being elected by one’s peers as an NASW 
Social Work Pioneer® is one of the profession’s
highest honors. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Bernice Catherine Harper, LLD, ACSW, Chair
Dorothy V. Harris, ACSW, Co-Chair
Elaine Congress, DSW, ACSW
Isadora Hare, DCSW, ACSW
Steve Hornberger, MSW
Charles Howard, PhD, MSW
Hal Lipton, LICSW, LCSW-C
Patricia Martin-O’Meally, ACSW
Delores Parron-Ragland, PhD, ACSW
Joan O. Weiss, ACSW

NASW FOUNDATION
Angelo McClain, PhD, LICSW, President, NASW Foundation &

Chief Executive Officer, NASW
Kathryn Conley Wehrmann, PhD, MSW, LCSW, President, 

NASW & Member, NASW Foundation Board of Directors
Jesse J. Harris, PhD, ACSW, Co-Chair, Pioneer Steering Committee
Betsy Vourlekis, PhD, ACSW, Co-Chair, Pioneer Steering Committee

NASW FOUNDATION STAFF
Robert Carter Arnold, MPS, Director
Susan Rubin, MBA, Assistant Director
Kerri Criswell, MSW, Manager
Faye Henderson, MPPA, Executive Assistant
Sharon Burk, BA, Administrative Assistant
Kim Simpson, MA, Senior Consultant
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    9:00 AM     REGISTRATION, NETWORKING & COFFEE

  10:00 AM     MODERATOR  
                        Betsy Vourlekis, PhD, ACSW*
                         Co-Chair, NASW Pioneer® Steering Committee

                     GREETINGS  
                        Kathryn Conley Wehrmann, PhD, LCSW
                         President, National Association of Social Workers
                         Board of Directors, NASW Foundation
                         Associate Professor, BSW Program Director
                         Illinois State University

                     WELCOME REMARKS
                        Angelo McClain, PhD, LICSW
                         CEO, National Association of Social Workers
                         President, NASW Foundation

                     PIONEERS IN MEMORIAM 2018
                         Juan Ramos, PhD, ACSW*
                         Retired, Associate Director of Prevention, NIMH
                         Member, NASW Pioneer® Planning Committee

  10:30 AM     INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER  
                       Robert P. Connolly, LCSW-C*
                         Member, NASW Pioneer® Steering Committee

                        “BUILDING COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS FOR 
                     CANCER PREVENTION & CONTROL INITIATIVES”
                         James R. Zabora, ScD, MSW*
                      Director, Outreach & Education
                         Center to Reduce Cancer Disparities

11:15 AM       INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER  
                       Betsy Vourlekis, PhD*

                        “EXPLORING THE SOCIAL WELFARE HISTORIC 
                     WEBSITE OF JOHN F. HANSAN, PHD”
                         Alice Woodworth Campbell, MSLS
                      Virginia Commonwealth University Libraries

  12:15 PM     RECEPTION, GROUP PHOTOS & EXHIBIT
                     Tribute to Kenneth Carpenter
                        Photography by Patricia McDougall

                     LUNCHEON
                        Moderator: Bernice Catherine Harper, LLD, ACSW*
                        Chair, NASW Pioneer® Planning Committee
                         Member, NASW Foundation Board of Directors

                     INTRODUCTION OF 2018 PIONEERS®

                       Patricia Martin-O’Meally, LICSW*
                      Retired, Director of Staff Development and 
                         Training for Adult Services, DC-CMHS
                         Member, NASW Pioneer® Planning Committee 

    1:30 PM     MODERATOR  
                        Jesse J. Harris, PhD, ACSW*
                         Co-chair, NASW Pioneer® Steering Committee

                     INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
                       Julia M. Norlin, PhD 
                      Professor Emeritus and former Director of the 
                         Anne and Henry Zarrow School of Social Work at
                         the University of Oklahoma School of Social Work 

                     “THE OKLAHOMA EXPERIENCE”
                     David A. McLeod, PhD, ACSW
                         Director, Knee Research Center for Strong Families

       The Anne & Henry Zarrow School of Social Work
 The University of Oklahoma

    2:30 PM     ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & CLOSING
                     Bernice Catherine Harper, LLD, ACSW*

*NASW Social Work Pioneer®
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James Zabora currently works at the
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer
Center at Johns Hopkins. Previously, he
served as Executive Director of the Life
with Cancer Program© for the Inova Health
System in Northern Virginia after serving

as Dean and Professor of Social Work at the National Catholic
School of Social Service of The Catholic University of America
for 10 years. Prior to CUA, he had a 20-year career at The
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. He is the former
Editor of the Journal of Psychosocial Oncology, and the author
of more than 80 papers and book chapters on cancer
prevention, psychosocial screening and community program
development, quality of life, and problem-solving education.
His research continues to focus in these areas and in cancer
disparities, cancer prevention and control. He is an NASW
Social Work Pioneer® and a NASW Foundation Knee Wittman
Outstanding Achievement Award recipient. Dr. Zabora
received his Master of Social Work from the University of
Maryland at Baltimore, and his Doctor of Science degree from
Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Alice W. Campbell is Digital Outreach
and Special Projects Librarian at Virginia
Commonwealth University Libraries. In this
position she works to share interesting,
provocative, and historically significant
materials from VCU Libraries collections

through the internet. This involves creating online exhibits and
managing digital projects such as the Social Welfare History
Project and the Social Welfare History Image Portal. Having
worked in both public and academic libraries since the age
of fifteen, Campbell considers herself a “jack-of-all-trades”
librarian. She has enjoyed positions in special collections and

archives at VCU, Virginia Tech and Baylor University. She’s
also served as a branch supervisor for a public library, a
copy cataloger, a reference librarian, and as a children’s
librarian. In addition to the MSLS, Alice Campbell has a
master’s degree in art history. 

David McLeod has spent the past two
decades working to reduce violence,
particularly that directed at people and
communities with diminished capacities
for self-protection. He is Assistant
Professor at the University of Oklahoma

(OU) Anne and Henry Zarrow School of Social Work and
holds affiliate faculty status in the OU Department of
Women’s and Gender Studies and the Center for Social
Justice, and is Director of the OU Knee Center for Strong
Families. David’s current professional activities include
investigations of forensic psychopathology and differential
criminal behavior development, female sexual offending,
female incarceration, child sexual abuse, forensic social work,
intra-professional and multidisciplinary collaboration, domestic
and relational violence, and social work education. David 
is a board member of the National Organization of
Forensic Social Work, Co-Chair of the Oklahoma Children
of Incarcerated Parents Advisory Committee to the
Legislature and is currently working on multiple funded
research projects. His most recent publications include 
works on female sexual offending, trauma, domestic
violence, and social work education. He has won numerous
teaching, service, and research honors and is a four-time
recipient of the Ann and Henry Zarrow School of Social
Work “Professor of the Year” award.

NASW Social Work Pioneers®
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Georgia J. Anetzberger:
Dr. Anetzberger has worked in the
field of aging for more than 35
years as social worker, administrator,
researcher and advocate. Her
special area of interest is elder

abuse and related interventions. She has received numerous
national awards for her pioneering work in the field of
elder abuse and has been an invited expert by federal, state
and local government at numerous forums on elder abuse.
Dr. Anetzberger is also an internationally recognized
author and presenter on elder abuse and is considered
among the foremost social work experts in the field of
aging and elder abuse in the country. – South Euclid, OH

Sandra Malpica Chaiken: Sandra
Malpica Chaiken has been a
leader, innovator and program
developer in public hospitals and
long-term care facilities during her
40 years as a medical social worker

and social work director. During her tenure at Jacobi Medical
Center and North Central Bronx Hospital, as the Associate
Director of Social Work for Adult Services, and primarily as
the Director, Ms. Chaiken worked collaboratively to create
many signature programs including: discharge planning as
a clinical practice; computerized clinical social work
documentation; emergency preparedness and the Social
Work Disaster Response Team; services for victims of sexual
assault and domestic violence; and SNUGS (guns spelled

backwards) Stand Up to Violence, an innovative anti-gang
peer intervention program. Each of these programs was
almost unprecedented at the time their development and
implementation. – New York, NY

Fran Danis: Dr. Fran Danis is a
feminist activist whose research
focuses on violence against
women. A founder of one of the
first shelters for domestic violence
survivors and rape crisis programs

in Texas, her research today continues to address gender
justice issues. Danis has taught courses at various
universities on topics ranging from domestic violence to
non-profit management, always with an interest in how
social workers can be most effective in helping those who
have survived violence. – Bastrop, Texas

Terry DeCrescenzo: Teresa
DeCrescenzo has worked for over
40 years to protect lesbian and
gay children who have been
abused and abandoned by their
families. She worked in the Los

Angeles area to provide services to children who wound up
on the street in the Los Angeles area and advocated for
their safety. This included children with HIV who were
shunned from their communities. Today, DeCrescenzo
continues her work with transgender children and LGBT
immigrants. – Studio City, California

N E W L Y - E L E C T E D  P I O N E E R S
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Peter Delany: Dr. Peter J. Delany,
an Assistant Surgeon General in
the United States Public Health
Service Commissioned Corps, is
the senior-ranking social worker in
the uniformed services. During a

civilian and uniformed services career spanning more than
32 years, his pioneering work as a leader and expert in the
fields of substance abuse treatment, health services research,
policy, and disaster mental health response established
foundations and support for social work research and
directly affected the behavioral health of the American
public. – Olney, MD

Doreen Elliott (1941-2018):
Dr. Doreen Elliott made
contributions to the field of
international social work over 
the course of her 38 year career.
She served as one of the inaugural

members of the Katherine A. Kendall Institute of International
Social Work Education advisory board. Elliott helped to
establish a dual-degree doctoral program with a school in
Mexico at the University of Texas at Arlington. 

Cynthia Franklin: Dr. Cynthia
Franklin is an endowed professor
and Associate Dean for Doctoral
Education at the Steve Hicks School
of Social Work at The University of
Texas at Austin. She is a licensed

clinical social worker and a family therapist and has served
the social work profession as a clinician, professor,
researcher, and academic administrator within masters and
doctoral programs. She has devoted her career to developing
interventions with at-risk populations. Since 1986, she has
worked to ensure that social workers throughout the profession
have access to practical, efficient, and inexpensive
evidence-based approaches and programs. Franklin is
internationally recognized for her clinical expertise in
solution focused brief therapy (SFBT) and her research into
the effectiveness of this intervention. She has conducted
clinical trainings around the world on SFBT including in the
US, Canada, Europe, China, and Taiwan. – Austin, TX

Nathan Linsk: Dr. Nathan Linsk
has spent his career leading the
global effort to combat HIV/AIDS
in the US, Africa, and Eastern
Europe. His work takes place on
the policy, treatment, ethical, and

educational levels to better the lives of the sick and the
people who love and take care of them. Linsk helped to
develop the Journal of HIV/AIDS and Social Services, and
founded various other organizations in his community in
Illinois and across the country that focus on HIV/AIDS and
gay rights. – Oak Park, Illinois
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David P. Moxley: Dr. David P.
Moxley has spent his career
advocating for those with
diminished civil, social and human
rights, specifically in the disabled
community. He has sought to enact

collaboration between communities and academia, and
brought both together while teaching at the University of
Oklahoma, Wayne State University, and now at the University
of Alaska, Anchorage. David has reached groups in high
need communities in the United States and in other countries,
emphasizing social innovation, the fulfillment of basic needs,
and the realization of opportunity. – Norman, Oklahoma 

Cynthia Stuen: Dr. Cynthia Stuen’s
career has focused on innovative
policies and practices to improve
the lives of older persons. Dr.
Stuen’s social work leadership 
was performed in diverse settings

ranging from skilled nursing/rehabilitation, community-
based services and academia, to building a National
Center on Vision and Aging, advocating on a national 
and international level for awareness and education on 
the impact of age-related vision loss and other disabling
conditions. In her retirement following a 40-year
gerontological social work career, she advocates for 
human rights of older persons on a global level at the
United Nations. – New York, NY

Joan Upshaw (1929-2010):
Joan Upshaw was a social work
entrepreneur ahead of her time
who developed Social Work p.r.n.,
a social work staffing agency. This
helped employers by offering just-

in-time staffing resources and social workers with greater
work flexibility and job opportunities. Upshaw’s vision led
to a business model that supported work-life balance and
enabled social workers to work across fields of practice.
She also inspired and aided the social work entrepreneurial
intentions of others.

Vicki Gardine Williams: Professor
Vicki Gardine Williams’ sense of
social justice and equity for all
people began in her home
community and expanded to
regional issues, national civil rights

issues and presently, the realm of policy and legislative
efforts in social work licensure. Professor Williams began
developing and proposing foster care and adoption policy
before the 1997 Adoption and Safe Families Act;
developed and implemented cultural competency curriculum
and polices at multiple educational sites and; worked
tirelessly to establish social work licensure legislation to the
state of TN, which had never been attempted before in the
history of the state. – Nashville, TN



NASW Social Work Pioneers®

Charles Zastrow: Dr. Charles
Zastrow has enhanced social work
education through his important
and lasting contributions as an
author of three undergraduate and
foundation social work textbooks

and as co-author of two additional textbooks beginning in
1977 that are still used with updated editions. These books
include: Introduction to Social Work and Social Welfare
(12th ed.); Generalist Social Work Practice (11th ed.);
Social Work with Groups (10th ed.) (with Sarah L.
Hessenauer); and Understanding Human Behavior and the
Social Environment (10th ed.) (with Karen Kirst-Ashman
and Sarah L. Hessenauer). His writings have influenced
generations of students about choosing social work as a
profession. Building on his roles as instructor, field director,
and department chair, he also provides leadership in
developing accreditation standards at the state level in
Wisconsin and nationally through the Council of Social
Work Education (CSWE). – Madison, WI
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Azile Aaron
Ann A. Abbott
Edith Abbott
Grace Abbott
Mimi Abramovitz
Barry Adams
Bess Adams
Frankie Adams
Margaret Adams
Opal Adams
Jane Addams
Rafael Aguirre
Frederick Ahearn
Ron Aldridge
Chauncey A. Alexander
Winona Carglye Alexander
Ada McCrakan Allen
Frances M. Allen
Josephine A.V. Allen
Margaret Allen
Glenn Allison
Jeane W. Anastas
Delwin M. Anderson
Joseph P. Anderson
Georgia Anetzberger*
Hermila Anzaldua
Mildred Arnold
Arnold Auerbach
Helen Cloud Austin 
Kittye Clyde Austin 
David Austin
Lucille Austin
Mary Austin
Sarah Austin
Sonia Grace Austrian
Margaret Bagley
Darlyne Bailey
Gary Bailey
Edith M. Baker
Velma Banks
Kate Barnard
Eleanor Barnett
Janie Barrett

Sidney Barthelemy
Harriett M. Bartlett
Ruth Bartlett
Sara Barwinski
Charles W. Bates
Mark Battle
Peter Bauer
Gerald Beallor
William Bechill
Bertram Beck 
Francis Beck 
Aaron Beckerman
Gemma Douglas Beckley
Samira K. Beckwith 
Clifford Whittingham Beers
Lula Behl
Donald Beless 
Merrilyn Belgum
Grace W. Bell
Virginia Bellsmith
Sidney Berengarten
Tessie D. Berkman
Barbara Berkman
David A. Berns
Saul Bernstein
Margaret Berry
Mildred Bethea
Joseph J. Bevilacqua
Jane Bierdeman-Fike
Pearl Bierman
Charline Birkins
Herbert Bisno
Janet E. Black
Phyllis Black
Clark W. Blackburn
Eileen Blackey
Mary Blake
Margaret Blenkner
Susan Blumenfield
Werner W. Boehm
Richard Boettcher
Paul Bollwahn
Ballington Booth 

Maud Ballington Booth 
Opal Boston
George Brager
Martha Branscombe
Sophonisba Breckinridge
Frances Coyle Brennan
Katherine Briar-Lawson 
Ann Brigham
Betty Broadhurst
Elaine Brody
Myrtle Brooke
Eula Brown
Katherine Brown
Patricia Brownell
Grace Browning
Ann Burack-Weiss
Hobart Burch
Helen Burke
Eveline M. Burns
Deanna Lott Burrell 
Pauline S. Bushey
Shirley Buttrick
James Callicutt
Elwood W. Camp
Ida M. Cannon
Mary Antoinette Cannon
Iris Carlton-La Ney
Amanda Carmichael
Phyllis Caroff
Margery P. Carpenter
Kenneth Carpenter
Lewis Carr
Genevieve W. Carter
Helen Cassidy-McGrail 
Ada Causey
Jay J. Cayner
Esther Chachkes
Sandra Chaiken* 
Harris Chaiklin
Rosemary Chapin
Fern Chamberlain
Clarke Chambers
Diana Ming Chan

Susan Chan
Millie McClelland Charles
Yvonne Marie Chase
Chia-Chia Chien
Steven Chough
Elizabeth J. Clark
Marcelle Clark
Pearl Clark
Charlotte Clarke 
Sylvia Clarke
Norris Class
Richard Cloward
Eleanor Cockerill
Ethel Cohen
Nathan E. Cohen
Robert H. Cohen
Ruth Cohen
Wilbur J. Cohen
Elma Phillipson Cole
Jane Collins
Regina Collins
Allene Colvin
Elaine Congress
Barbara Conniff 
Robert Connolly
Sister Ann Patrick Conrad
Kathryn Conroy 
Joan Bonner Conway
Eileen Corrigan
Ruth Cowin
Cordelia Cox
Lillian B. Coy
Grace L. Coyle
Elvira Craig de Silva 
Myra W. Crenshaw
Sandra Edmonds Crewe
Roger Cumming
Herman Curiel
Vilona P. Cutler
Dorothy Bird Daly
Bess Dana
Margaret Daniel
Rudolph Danstedt

N A S W  S O C I A L  W O R K  P I O N E E R S ®
(elected through September 2018)
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Gerson David
Alice Taylor Davis 
Edith Davis
Fran Danis*
John Eldon Davis
Patricia Wood Davis 
Ruth Davis
Mary Day
Teresa DeCrescenzo*
Ada E. Deer
Peter Delany*
Frederick Delliquadri
Ronald Dellums
Louis DeMoll, Jr.
Harold Demone
Karl DeSchweinitz
Elizabeth DeSchweinitz
Mary DeShazo
Henrietta DeWitt
Ismael (Andy) Dieppa
Miriam Dinerman
Frederica Chase Dodd
Rose Dobrof
Dorothea Dolan
James Donnelly
Michael J. Dowling
Wayne D. Duehn
Elizabeth Wichers DuMez
James Dumpson
Patricia Duncombe
Loula Dunn
Arthur Dunning
Suzanne Dworak-Peck
Golda Edinburg
Joyce Edward 
Richard L. Edwards
Ophelia Egypt
Marian Elder
Kathleen Ell
Doreen Elliott*
Dorothy Emerick
Ruth Emerson
Richard A. English 
George Engstrom
Paul Ephross
David E. Epperson

Joshua Epstein 
James Evans, Jr. 
Hans Falck
E. Aracelis Francis
David Fanshel
Fedele Fauri
Barbara Feinstein
Ronald Feinstein
Albert Feldman
Frances Feldman
Anne Fenlason
Virginia Fenske
Sara A. Collins Fernandis
Mose Firestone 
Sylvia Firestone 
Helen A. Fisher
Ruth Fizdale
Marilyn Flynn
Homer Folks
Lois Foster
Zelda Foster
Cynthia Franklin*
E. Franklin Frazier
Anne Freed
David French
Louise Frey
Dorothy Fritz
Rosemary Funderburg
Theodore Paul Furukawa
Colleen Galambos
Joseph Gallegos
Josephine Weil Gandelman
Alejandro Garcia
Teresa Gardian
Annette Garrett
Beatrice Garrett
Frances Gautieri
Sheldon Gelman 
Carel Germain
Rosa Gil 
Jeanne Gill
Mary Gillis
Leon Ginsberg
Mitchell Ginsberg
Maria Elena Girone
Douglas Glasgow

Barbara Glaser
Esther Glasser
Melvin Glasser
Elizabeth Goddard
Robyn Golden
Mary Funnye Goldson
Dora Goldstine
M. Robert Gomberg
Catherine Goodman
Leonard Gordon
Natalie Gordon
William Gordon
Sol Gothard
Ruby Morton Gourdine
Lester Granger
Irene Grant
Donald Granvold
Roberta Graziano 
Linda Grobman
Mary Pender Greene
Roberta Rubin Greene
Harry Greenstein
Judith Gresham
Ethel Griffith
Lauretta Grill
James Gritter
Howard Gundy
Nellie Gustafson
Howard Gustafson
Cathryn Guyler
Margaret Hagan
Harold Hagen
Raleigh Hairston
Leroy Allen Halbert 
Gordon Hamilton
Helen Hamlin
Marjorie Brittain Hammock 
Maurice Hamovitch
Mary Hannick 
John Hansan
Anita S. Harbert
Lynn Hardesty
Isadora Hare
Bernice Harper
Dorothy V. Harris
Ella Harris 

Jesse Harris
Esther Harrison
Ann Hartman
Zafar Hasan
Eulene Hawkins
Lois Hayes
George E. Haynes
Karen S. Haynes
Lynne Healy
Dorothy Height
Mary Hemmy
Carmen O. Hendricks
Barbara Henley 
Betty Hepner
Grace Hewell
Henry Hibbs
Martha Hickerson 
Joyce A. Higashi 
Jessie Donaldson Hodder
Marguerite Hodge
Jane Hoey
Joe Hoffer
Gertrude Hoffman
Margaret Hoffman
M.C. “Terry” Hokenstad
Mary Catherine Jennings Holden 
Mary Holland
Florence Hollis
Martha Hayden Kendall Holmes
Reva Holtzman
Harry Lloyd Hopkins 
June Gary Hopps
Steve Hornberger 
Charles R. Howard
Sara Hudspeth
Edna Huges
Nancy Humphreys
Marquerite Hunt
Maurice Hunt
Florence Huntsinpillar
Ann E. Hutchings 
Laurin Hyde
Tsuguo “Ike” Ikeda
Ruth F. Insel
Virginia Insley
John Jacob
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Haskell Jacobs
Sister Mary Paul Janchill
Mary Jarrett
Ina Javellas
Adelaide Jess
Jeanette Jewett
Adeleine Johnesse
Arlien Johnson
Betty Johnson
Cernorial Johnson
Geneva Johnson
Jessie Johnson
Leland Johnson
Hubie Jones 
Norma Gray (Cindy) Jones
Shirley Jones
Terry Jones
Virginia Jones
Catheleen Jordan
Sr. Mary Vincentia Joseph 
Mildred Joyner
Guy Justis, Sr.
Alfred Kadushin
Alfred J. Kahn
Helen Kapiloff
Virginia Karl
James Karls
Arthur Katz
Kate Katzki
Manuel Kaufman
Evelyn Kays-Battle
Val Keating
Alan Keith-Lucas
Frances Kellor
Eileen Kelly
James J. Kelly
James R. Kelly
Katherine Kendall
David Kennedy 
James Kern
Paul Keve
Shanti Khinduka
John Kidneigh
Ken Kindelsperger
C. W. King
Charles King

Lela Kinney
Sarah V. Kirk 
Sara Kirkpatrick
Constantine Kledaras
Marge Klein
Ruth Knee
Kathryn Koehler
Irene Kohl
Elmre Kolke
Gisela Konopka
Sanford L. Kravitz
Colonel Edward F. Krise 
Dove Kull
Paul A. Kurzman
Paul Kusuda
Dorothy Lally
Josephine R. Lambert
Warren Lamson
Mary Langton
Mary Larounis
Neota Larson
Virginia Laurence
Madeleine Lay
Luna Leach
Grace Lebow
Barbara Lee
Ken Lee
Larry Lee
Peter C.Y. Lee
Porter Lee
Todd Lennon
Eileen Lester
Carl G. Leukefeld
Irving Levin
Louis Levitt
Charles Levy 
Walter J. Levy
Harold Lewis
Myrna Lewis
Ronald Lewis
Ruth Lewis
Florence Lieberman
Eduard C. Lindeman 
Inabel Lindsay
Nathan Linsk*
Harold Lipton

Clare Lloyd
Sayde L.M. Logan 
Gwendolyn Loper
Norman Lourie 
Fern Lowry
Elizabeth aka Clorinda Lucas
Ellen Luepker 
Geneva Lundberg
Abraham Lurie
Claire Lustman
Patti Lyons
Dorothy Lynch
Rufus Sylvester Lynch 
Anita Mackey
Harry J. Macy
Maryann Mahaffey
Mildred Mailick
Betty Reid Mandell
Lawrence Mandell
Wilma Mankiller
James Martin
Seldon Martin
Patricia Martin-O’Meally 
Dale Masi
Mary Matthews
Jean Maxwell
Nazneen Sada Mayadas 
Ruth W. Mayden
Robert A. Mays 
Elizabeth McBroom
Hortense King McClinton
Sandy McCormick
John McDowell 
Jane McKaskle
Dorothy McKay
Megan McLaughlin
Kate McMahon
Georgia McMurray
Marie McNabola
Peter McNelis
William Meezan
Carol Meyer
Henry Meyer
Joseph Meyers
Barbara Mikulski
Lillian C. Milanof

Friedhilde H. Milburn
Jerome G. Miller
Nancy D. Miller
John Milner
Anne L. Minahan
Eunice Minton
Julia Mitchell
Melinda A. Mitchell
Terry Mizrahi
Brij Mohan
Catherine Moloney
William Monahan
Royal Morales
Essie Morgan
Patricia G. Morisey
Eleanor Morris
Laura Morris 
Robert Morris
Mereb Mossman
David Moxley*
John Mulroy
Carlton Munson 
Janet Munt
Campbell Murphy
John Prentice Murphy
Elliot Naishtat
Bernard Nash
Linda Nee
Alfred Neumann
Christine Nichols
George Nickel
George Nishinaka
Harold Nitzberg
Julia Norlin
Lillie Norlin
Alex J. Norman
Helen Northen
Abraham Novick
Carrie O’Connor
Katherine Oettinger
Lynn Ohrenstein
Daniel O’Keefe
Julia Oliver 
Henry Ollendorff
Ben Orcutt
Phyliss Osborne
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Roland Ostrower
Sebastion Owens
Helen Padula
Antonia Pantoja
Catherine Papell
Beatrice Park
Sherry M. Parrish
Delores L. Parron-Ragland
Joseph E. Paull
Raymond Peacock 
Dorothy Pearson
Wilma Peebles-Wilkins
Frances Perkins
Helen Perlman
Ruby Pernell
Irma Perry
Travis Peterson
Susan Pettiss 
David Phillips 
Helen Pinkus
Georgia Pinnick
Louise Pittman
Norman Polansky
Jeanette Polito 
William Lawrence Pollard 
Rose Praisner
Elizabeth R. Prichard
Charles Prigmore
Mary Proctor
William Pugh
Mary Ann Quaranta
Sherman Leon Ragland
Salome Raheim
Juan Ramos
Jeannette Rankin
Lydia Rapoport
Frank B. Raymond
Frederick G. Reamer
Margaret Reeves
Jeanette Regensburg
Helen Rehr
Betty Reichert
Kurt Reichert
William Reid
John Reida
Helen Reinherz 

Bertha Reynolds
Ruth Reynolds
Beryl Carter Rice
Elizabeth Rice
Mary Richmond
Monte Riley
Harriett Rinaldo
Virginia Ritter
René Robichaux
Eunice Robinson
Virginia Robinson
Reva Rockmore
John Myron Rockmore
John Romanyshyn
Jay Roney
Alex Rosen 
Gary Rosenberg
William Rosenblatt
Elizabeth Healy Ross
David Roth
Elaine Rothenberg
Jack Rothman 
Margaret Rowe
Maurice Russell
Margaret Ryan
Beatrice Sachs
Janet Sainer
Elizabeth Pathy Salett
Betty Sancier
Ann Sand 
Charles Sanders
Virginia Sandifer
Annie Sandusky
Rhoda Sarnat
Virginia Satir
Beatrice N. Saunders
Odessa Sayles 
Philip Schiff
Delores Schmidt
Alvin Schorr
Charles Schottland
Dorothy Schroeder
Edith Schulhofer
William Schwartz
Will Scott
Mildred Scoville

Martha K. Selig
Sabina Shalom
Barbara Wenstrom Shank
Ruth Shaw
Bradford W. Sheafor 
Leslie Shellhase
Michael Sheridan
Edmund Sherman
Charles Shireman
Wendy R. Sherman
Louise Proehl Shoemaker
Myrne Shoemaker
Barbara Shore
Genevieve Short
Jerry Shroder 
Ruth Shurter
Violet Sieder
Doris Siegel
Mildred Sikkema
Barbara Silverstone
Mary Kingsbury Simkhovitch
W. June Simmons
Bernece Simon 
Golnar Simpson
Jean Sinnock
Max Siporin
Alan Siskind 
Ruth Smalley
Annette Raymon Smith
Jessie Smith
Lucille Smith
Marie Smith
Nelson Smith
Vivian Smith
Zilpha Smith
Virginia Smyth
Cudore Snell
Donald Soeken
Sanford Solender
Faustina Solís
Barbara Bryant Solomon
Maida Solomon
Renee Solomon
Harry Specht 
Dorothea Spellman
Betty McCullough Spencer 

Sue Spencer
Martha Spinks
Senator Deborah Stabenow
Rose Starr
Herman Stein
Fred Steininger
Leonard Stern 
Eva Stewart
Robert P. Stewart
Malcolm Stinson
Cynthia Stuen*
Jack Stumpf
Josephine Stumpf
Florence Sullivan
Martha Adams Sullivan
Caroline Sunderlin
Anna Sundwall
Emil M. Sunley
Louise Surratt
August “Gus” Swain
Nancy Swank 
Samuel Sylvester
Florence Sytz
Jessie Taft
Jeanette C. Takamura
Lita Talbot
Eleanor Taylor
Ruth Taylor
Hilda Tebow
Mila Ruiz Tecala 
Morton I. Teicher
Esther Test
Sophie Thompson
Janet Thornton
Daniel Thursz
Charlotte Towle
Edolphus “Ed” Towns
Lorenzo Traylor
Harleigh Trecker
Yuriko Domoto Tsukada
Loraine Tunstall
John Turner
Patsy Turrini
Inez Tyler
Mark Umbreit
Joan Upshaw*
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Gertrude Vaile
Facundo Valdez
Agnes Van Driel
Barbara Van Etten
Barbara Varley
Wayne Vasey
Peter Vaughan 
Katherine Vickery
Florence Vigilante
Joseph Louis Vigilante
Patricia Volland
Betsy Schaefer Vourlekis
Alan Wade
Anderson Wade
Martha Waldstein
Wilma Walker
Barbara Wallace
John Wallace
Lorraine Walling
Sue Ward

Forrester Blanchard Washington
Daniel Wasson 
Elizabeth Watkins
Mary Weaver
Frank Webb, Jr. 
Raymond Webb, Jr.
Kenneth Richard Wedel
Hyman Weiner
Stanley Weinstein
Helen Weisbrod
Joan O. Weiss
Ida B. Wells-Barnett
Robert C. Wells
Tommy Wells
Irmgard Wessel
Janice Wood Wetzel
Darrell Wheeler 
Barbara W. White
Grace White
Frances Whitefield 

Leila Whiting
Paul Widem 
Irene Wilcox
Anne Wilkins
Anita Williams
Bathrus Williams
Donald Williams
Ethel Williams
Janet B. W. Williams 
Katherine Williams
Ruth M. Williams 
Vicki Gardine Williams*
Ellen Winston
Elizabeth Wisner
Helen Witmer
Ernest Witte
Milton Wittman
Marion Wold
Corinne Wolfe
Geraldine Wolter

Kay Woods
Luther Woodward
Barbara Bailey Hodges Wright
Helen Wright
Josephine Yelder 
Beverly Yip
Alma Young
Hazel Young
Whitney Young, Jr.
Benjamin Youngdahl
James Zabora 
Rollin Zane
Charles Zastrow*
Nathalia Zimmerman 
Joan Levy Zlotnik

*Represents most recent NASW
Social Work Pioneers®

RECENT LEGACY & PIONEER PROGRAM DONATIONS

Georgia Anetzberger

Robert Arnold

Darlyne Bailey

Sharon Burk

Robert Connolly

Kerri Criswell

Herman Curiel

Marilyn Flynn

E. Aracelis Francis

Bernice Catherine Harper

Jesse Harris

Faye Henderson

Terry Hokenstad

Shirley Jones

C.G. Kledaras

Wilma Peebles-Wilkins

Susan Rubin

SaraKay Smullens

Cynthia Stuen

Joan Van Nostrand

Betsy Vourlekis

Kathryn Conley Wehrmann

Stanley Weinstein



Paul Kusuda - November 10, 2017
Paul Kusuda changed his career
plans from engineering to social
work after he and his family 
were sent to the Manzanar War
Relocation Center during the
internment of Japanese-American

following Pearl Harbor. He retired from the Division of
Corrections of the Wisconsin Department of Health and
Social Services, and continued to advocate for Asian-
Americans, refugees, immigrants, underprivileged youth,
the homeless and the elderly in his retirement. Paul 
received his AM degree from the University of Chicago
School of Social Service Administration.    

Rhoda Sarnat - April 14, 2018
Rhoda G. Sarnat leaves a lasting
legacy for her pioneering efforts 
in enhancing the public image of
professional social work. She
worked tirelessly to increase the
public’s knowledge, understanding,

and respect for professional social work, locally, nationally,
and internationally. Rhoda G. Sarnat’s vision to create a
unified effort to promote professional social work, led to 
the creation of the NASW Foundation International Rhoda
G. Sarnat Award. This award, established in 1993, by
Rhoda G. Sarnat and her husband, Bernard Sarnat, MD
(1912-2011) awards a monetary prize to an individual,
group, or organization that has significantly advanced the
public image of professional social work. Since its inception
the Sarnat Award has been presented 24 times and the list

of esteemed recipients include: Ambassador Wendy
Sherman (2017), Brene Brown (2015), senator Barbara
Mikulski (2013), Marilyn Flynn (2011) and the NASW
Communications Network, Inc. founded by Suzanne
Dworak-Peck (1993). 

Rhoda worked for the American Red Cross during World
War II as an assistant director of a Home Service Unit,
where she worked with veterans and their families and later 
served as Assistant Dean and Director of Field Placement at
the University of Southern California School for Social
Work. Rhoda received her MA degree from the University
of Chicago School of Social Service Administration.  

Ken Carpenter - May 16, 2018
Kenneth Carpenter served for 
ten years with the Minnesota 
Youth Commission before moving
to Washington, DC. In Washington,
he joined the staff of the Children’s
Bureau of the Department of

Health, Education and Welfare, Juvenile Delinquency
Division. In 1971, he moved to the United States
Department of Justice, Law Enforcement, Administration,
later joining the Department’s National Institute of
Corrections. Retiring at age of 80, Ken remained active 
in the International Council on Social Welfare, and the
NASW Foundation Social Work Pioneer® program. Ken
received his Master’s Degree in Social Work from Columbia
University. He was a charter member of the Academy of
Certified Social Workers and the National Association of
Social Workers (NASW).   

NASW Social Work Pioneers®
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Roland Ostrower - July 22, 2018
Roland Ostrower is remembered as
the man without whom the NYS
Third Party Payments Bill for social
workers would not have become
law. His belief in the value of social
work and its contribution to public

health compelled his vision, and persistence maneuvering
the bill through the legislative labyrinth, which eventually
passed into law. Roland received an MS degree in Social
Work from Columbia University. He was a Charter Member
of the National Association of Social Workers and served on
the Board of Directors of the NASW New York City Chapter.

Ron Dellums - July 30, 2018
Ron Dellums was an advocate 
and organizer who used his social
work values in the political arena
to advance economic and social
justice. He represented the
Oakland, CA area in the House 

of Representatives from 1971 to 1988. An outspoken
antiwar activist, he was appointed Chairman of the Armed
Services Committee in 1993. Ron led the congressional
opposition to US-backed apartheid in South Africa and 
was elected chair of the Congressional Black Caucus. 
After leaving the House, he served as Mayor of Oakland.

In 2013, he became the first Visiting Fellow at the Ronald
W. Walters Leadership and Public Policy Center at Howard
University. Ron was the recipient of the NASW California
Lifetime Achievement Award in 1999 and supported
NASW-sponsored activities such as taking part in Social
Work Day on the Hill and being keynoter at the NASW
Michigan Chapter Conference in 2014. He received his
MSW from the University of California, Berkeley.    

Doreen Elliott - July 31, 2018
Dr. Doreen Elliott was a social
work educator and scholar who
made pioneering contributions 
to theory and practice of
international social work 
education and global

development. She was Instrumental in founding the 
dual-degree doctoral program UTA and the Universidad
Autónoma De Nuevo León Mexico and was one of the
original members of the Council on Social Work Education’s
Katherine A. Kendall Institute of International Social Work
Education (KAKI) advisory board. Dr. Elliott received her
Philosophiae Doctor (PhD) from University of Wales, United
Kingdom, School of Social Work, University College
Cardiff, UK.
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Ruby Gourdine

Sister Ann Patrick Conrad

Isadora Hare

Bernice Harper

Annette Raymon Smith

Betsy Vourlekis

Sister Vincentia Joseph

Darlyne Bailey

Virginia Karl

Evelyn Kays-Battle

Sandra Edmonds Crewe

Patricia Martin O’Meally

Linda Grobman

Lynne Healy

Elaine Congress

Marilyn Flynn

Wendy Sherman

Catheleen Jordan

Elizabeth “Betsy” J. Clark

Stanley Weinstein

Cudore Snell

Juan Ramos

Mildred “Mit” Joyner

Rufus Sylvester Lynch

Colleen Galambos

Steve Hornberger

Herman Curiel

Todd Lennon

Robert Connolly 

Joan Levy Zlotnik

Charles Howard

Harold “Hal” Lipton

Jesse Harris

John “Jack” Hansan

Donald Soeken

Joan O. Weiss

Peter Bauer

Alex Norman
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To the new NASW Social Work Pioneers®

GEORGIA J. ANETZBERGER  
FRAN DANIS 

TERRY DECRESCENZO 
PETER J. DELANY 
DOREEN ELLIOTT 

CYNTHIA FRANKLIN
NATHAN LINSK 

DAVID P. MOXLEY 
JOAN UPSHAW 

VICKI GARDINE WILLIAMS 
SANDRA MALPICA CHAIKEN 

CYNTHIA STUEN 
CHARLES ZASTROW

-NASW Social Work Pioneer® Steering Committee 
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO CYNTHIA STUEN!
Your continued leadership in support 
of healthy aging is inspirational! 
You are a true Pioneer and a 

wonderful friend. 

Fondly, Pat & Bob Volland

To the Class of 2018 NASW
Social Work Pioneers®

–The Council on Social Work Education
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Dr. Vicki Gardine Williams’ siblings and their families 
would like to congratulate her on being honored as a 

NASW Social Work Pioneer®. Our sister, mother and aunt 
has dedicated her life to the Social Work profession. 

We feel she has been a lifelong advocate and a change
maker in the field of Social Work. Our late parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. Cyprian A. Gardine, Sr. instilled in us the 
need to contribute to our community; Dr Williams has 
taken on that mandate and followed in their footsteps. 

We wish her all the best and we know even in retirement 
she continues to contribute to the field of social work.

Love and sincere best wishes,
Dr. & Mrs. Cyprian A. Gardine, Jr. and family; Letitia Gardine Gittens and
family; Richard W. Gardine; Earl Smith; Mr. & Mrs. Troy Smith and family

T R I B U T E S

E. Aracelis Francis in honor of Vicki Gardine Williams, 
“Congratulations on this milestone - a long way from IAU.”

Bernice Catherine Harper, in memory of Ruth Knee, Mark Battle and Ken and Margery Carpenter

Terry Hokenstad, in honor of Georgia Anetzberger

Angelo McClain in honor of NASW Social Work Pioneers®

In honor of Fran Danis, “Every step in your journey continues to make us totally proud to 
claim you as one of our best!” One of your former Deans, Darlyne Bailey



NASW Social Work Pioneers®

We are so proud to recognize and honor 
the newly-elected NASW Social Work Pioneers®

While we are sorry we are not able to be with you, 

we are pleased to be representing the Pioneers in California 

at the NASW-California Chapter Annual Conference 

and Social Work Hall of Distinction Induction.

--Suzanne Dworak-Peck (NASW President, 1989) & Jim Kelly (NASW President, 2008)
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